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Luther testifying before the Emperor in the Diet of Worms (Parliament) 


“In whatever light the Protestant Reformation is regarded there can be 
no doubt that a new age began with the nailing of the Luther's 95 
theses on the church doors in Wittenberg. All attempts to find another 
date for the beginning of the modern age have failed. The personality 
and conduct of Luther must always be looked upon as the source from 
which the new currents of human thought and action in Western 
Europe emanated. , 
DAVID S. SCHAFF, D.D. 

Author of the History of the Christian Church 
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Based on'the “History of the Christian Church’ by Philip Schaff & 
‘The History of Protestantism’ by James A. Wylie and other sources. 
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This is the story of the man who changed the history of the world by fearlessly 
teaching the simple truths of the Bible as Jesus taught. He taught the world that 
every person can go to the Living God directly with a faith as small as a mustard 
seed. There is no need for priest or anyone to mediate. Christ is the only mediator. 
He stood against the combined might of the Emperor of Europe and the Pope, the 
strongest powers in the world at that time. His preaching and work brought the 
sixteenth century reformation which is the turning point in the history of the world 
which ended the dark ages and led to the modern age of progress, freedom and the 
development of the whole world. 

Pardon letters sold by the Church 

In 1515, the Roman Catholic Church organized the biggest ever sale of Pardon 
letters in Europe. Pope Leo announced a general pardon for all people who will buy 
Pardon letters on the occasion of rebuilding of St. Peter Church in Rome. Pardon 
Letters were formally called INDULGENCE in church language. It was piece of 
paper with the seal of the Pope and people were told that on buying it their sins are 


Tetzel selling Pardon letters | 


The Reformation of the sixteenth century is, next to the introduction 
of Christianity, the greatest event in history. It marks the end of the 
Middle Ages and the beginning of modern times. Starting from 
religion, it gave, directly or indirectly, a mighty impulse to every 
forward movement, and made Protestantism the chief propelling 
force in the history of modern civilization. 


Philip Schaff, author of ‘History of the Christian Church’ 


forgiven by a special favour of the Pope and they can assuredly go to heaven. Inthe 
Bible there is nothing called Pardon letters or Indulgence. The Bible speaks about 
pardon only as a grace of God towards people. It can never be brought or sold by 
anyone. It was an invention the Roman Catholic Church made to raise money and in 
order to do this fund raising effectively people were kept in dark about the free _ 
salvation for which Jesus Christ died whichis the central substance of the Christian 
faith. Jesus gave two simple rules for receiving forgiveness. First is Repentance 
which is leaving our sins and second forgiving those who have sinned against us. “If 
you forgive others God will forgive you”. If you do not forgive others God also w 
not forgive you. 

The sale was brilliantly planned and executed like any commercial ent 
using every marketing trick that could be conceived. The sale was first introdut 
Germany and then all over Europe. The Archbishop of Germany appointed) 
brilliant orator whose name was Tetzel who had decades of experience in selling t 
non-existent commodity. He was also a priest of the Dominican Order who were tl 
most skilled people on earth in the art of burning people alive who questioned th 
dubious trade. Tetzel was dressed up like a pope and he travelled througho 
Germany with great fanfare showing himself as a messenger from heaven. When 
arrived in any town he was given an official reception by the civil authorities. Th 
Local church stepped in with a solemn procession of Priests, monks, and nuns W 
songs, flags, and candles, under the ringing of bells, to meet him and his fello 
monks. This novel sight attracted thousands of innocent and gullible people in th 
sixteenth century. 

Tetzel was a brilliant orator and he moved the crowds with tantalizing speeche 
“All ofus have committed sins. It means all of us will go to hell. Is there any hope fo 
you? Here is salvation! The Pope in his merey out of the special treasury of go 
works which he holds has offered a 
special pardon for anybody who will 
buy this letter. This letter is a 

guarantee of heaven after death. Only 
a quarter florin (local currency) and 
you are assured of a place in heaven. 
Can anybody else give you more for 
your money? This is a once in a life 
time offer. It does not matters what 
sin or evil you have committed. Even 
the sins you plan to commit will be 
forgiven.” Tetzel used to ask the 
crowds, “Don't you hear the voices of 
your dead parents and other relatives 


Cost of Indulgences or Pardon letters: ‘ 
For particular sins there was a special schedule of prices. Polygamy cost six | 

ducats; Church robbery and perjury, nine; murder, eight; and witchcraft, two. 
Tetzel had a customized pricing for different classes of people. From Kings and 
princes twenty-five ducats were demanded for an ordinary indulgence; from 
abbots and barons, ten; from those who had an income of five hundred florins, 
six; and from those who had only two hundred, one. 


crying out, have mercy on us, we are burning here. Release them, release them. Buy 
a pardon letter and they will be instantly released from their punishment. And in 
conclusion, pointing to the strong box in which the money was received, he 
generally finished his speech by three appeals to his auditory: “Bring, bring, bring!” 
“He used to shout these words with such a horrible bellowing,” Wrote Luther, “that 
one would have said it was a mad bull rushing on the people and goring them with 
his horns.” 
Wittenberg, Germany, June 1517 
Tetzel arrives near Luther's city 
In the month of June 1517, Tetzel arrived in the town of Juterbock. For over two 
years, Tetzel travelled all over Germany selling indulgence in villages, in roads, in 
inns, and in cities. Hundreds of thousands of Indulgences were sold and not a single 
man protested. Tetzel did not know that there was a man near Juterbock who was not 
only going to protest against Indulgences but also fight against the Pope and the 
Roman Catholic Church which was a super power in terms of wealth and military —* 
power in that age. Two years back when he heard that Tetzel was coming to 
Germany to sell indulgence he remarked to his friend that “if God will help him me! 
will kick this man out of Germany”. His name was Martin Luther. Though he was a 
priest of the Roman Catholic Church he came into a living personal relationship 
with Christ. He experienced a spiritual rebirth and he walked and taught according 
to the Bible only and the directions of the Holy Spiritalone. He studied the Bible and 
preached by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. He taught the people the simple truths 
which Jesus taught in the New Testament and condemned the rituals and external 
ceremonial religion. To him true religion proceeded from the heart and it had no 
ritual and ceremonies except love which came out of a living union with Christ. He 
was also a Professor in the New Wittenberg University. He was watching the sale of 
pardon letters with indignation and anger. He was aghast that millions of people 
were being diverted from the forgiveness and salvation which Jesus freely offeredto 
all those who would believe in him. Luther feared that people were being led to 
eternal death. 

Luther was a professor in the University of Wittenberg as well as a priest of 
Wittenberg city Church. Wittenberg was the headquarters of the Godly King 
Frederick, the powerful ruler of the Saxony. (Saxony was the biggest state in 
Germany) King Frederick had very recently founded the University of Wittenberg. 

He handpicked Martin Luther from the Augustinian Monastery to be a Professor of 
divinity. 

Maas as Tetzel arrived in Juterbock, thousands of people from Wittenberg 
began to walk to Juterbock to buy the pardon letters. Luther was watching this scene 
every day. The following Sunday Luther cried out in the Church, “The pardon letter 
you have purchased with your hard earned money is a useless piece of paper and will 
burn in hell along with you. Is God a merchant? You cannot bargain with God. Heis 
a God of justice, but also an impartial father and you are his children. If you want 
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pardon then repent, change your ways, leave your sins and God will freely forgi 
you. Forgiveness is a free gift of God.” 

_ When Tetzel heard that Luther had called the pardon letters as worthless pieces’ 
of paper he was terribly taken back. He never expected anybody will ever question 
him. For centuries indulgence were being sold and people were blindly buyi 
them. This was the first time he heard a person calling it by its true name. He was 
angry somebody was trying to disrupt his evil trade. He told the crowds who came to” 
him that he has special authority from the Pope for burning people like Luther. 
Lakhs of people were burnt alive during the Spanish inquisition for believing 
differently from the Catholic Church. But Tetzel did not know that Luther was even 
going to take on the Pope. Luther replied to Tetzel “Keep your threats to yourself. I 
do not fear of fire or sword”. Tetzel was shaken by this reply. He never expected this 
boldness. He continued his sale but became subdued. 

Luther writes to the Archbishop against Indulgence : 
Luther then wrote a letter to Albrecht, the Archbishop of Germany to 
immediately stop the sale of pardon letters hoping that he may see some reason. 


To Albrecht 

Most Honourable Father, 

The selling of Indulgence is destroying the conscience of innocent people. 
Conscience is the voice of God within a man. It is the most sacred and mi 
precious possession of a man. Anything that harms the conscience is the mos 
heinous sin against God and man. Misleading the conscience of the people away 
from the Truth about sin is worse than Murder. Innocent people are told that i 
they buy an Indulgence then their sins will be forgiven. If Pardon letters 
remit sins why did Jesus Christ, the Eternal God had to shed his own blood for the 
remission of sins. All the pain and effort that Jesus undertook is a waste. Do no 
turn the faith of the people away from Christ who said I am the Saviour of the 
World. Do not turn the faith of the people away from the Blood of Jesus Chri 
which is the only sacrifice for the remission of sins. If the Church continues to 
sell pardon letters and people begin to believe that by buying an indulgence their 
sins will be forgiven, then we will be producing a nation of criminals and thieves. 
I call this the biggest mass murder of souls and you are party to this. Do not think 
you can get away with this mass murder. God's judgment is waiting at your door, 
Martin Luther, Professor, Wittenberg University 


Luther resolves upon a public act 
Archbishop Albrecht was shocked by the letter. Normally he would have got 


such a person arrested and jailed. But he did not dare to touch Luther. He simply kept 
quiet. Luther waited for his reply for two weeks. Then he began to serious deliberate 
on what action needs to be taken. Without consulting any of his colleagues of 
friends, but following an irresistible impulse, Luther resolved upon a public act 0 
unforeseen consequences. He began to study the subject of Indulgence in de 
with fasting and prayer. Indulgence had become a tradition in the Roman Cathol 
Church that it was impossib i 

wrong. There was no literature on this subject. As Luther prayed and meditated 0 
this subject God enlightened him from the Bible. He wrote a pamphlet listing doy ) 
95 points from the Bible explaining the subject of Indulgence. Luther gave it the til 
95 Thesis. Luther then got it printed. He then waited for the right moment to open It 


to the public. : 
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Luther nailin 


ees RN! il ; “ 


Wittenberg City, Castle Church, October 31, 1517 

The festival of all saints day was shortly to be held in Wittenberg city. It was one 
of the biggest festivals in Germany; thousands of people including students, 
professors, monks, priests, and nuns from many parts of Germany travelled to 
Wittenberg city to see the biggest exhibition of religious relics from the Palace 
collection of King Fredrick which was displayed in the Wittenberg Castle Church. 
Luther decided to unveil his pamphlet on that day. 
Luther's pamphlet storms Europe 
On October 31st, 1517 as thousands of people 
gathered at the entrance of the Wittenberg Church 
and were waiting for the gates to be opened. [y 
wuther forced his way between the crowds and § 
walked towards the door and began to nail a 
pamphlet on the heavy wooden door. The hammer 
strokes drew a crowd and people began to read the 
amphlet. A few people rushed to see the 
amphlet. One person shouted “The Truth about 
indulgence is here” more people came forward 
and began to read it. The pamphlet was in Latin 
and most people could not read it. A German student was struck by its contents and 
he immediately translated it and passed it to a printer. Word spread around like wild 
fire that the truth about Indulgence is out. Within a few hours there was a 
tremendous stirring in the city. 
Printers sell the pamphlet like newspapers 

The next day the printers began selling the pamphlet at the price of a newspaper. 
The affordable price enabled the common man to buy these pamphlets. Printers 
made quite an amount by printing Luther's pamphlets and this aided in the spread of 
Luther's pamphlets. The subject of Indulgence had been haunting the people of 
Europe for centuries and this was the first pamphlet explaining the truth behind it. 
People devoured the pamphlet as men devouring bread during a famine. People 
passed on the pamphlet to their friends and neighbours and the pamphlet spread like 
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wild fire. The printers were challenged with the huge demand for the pamphlet and 
began to translate it into other languages European language. The people who had 
come for the festival from all the parts of Germany took it back to their homes, and) 
in less than four weeks the pamphlet was all over Europe. : 
Excerpts from 'The 95 Thesis' Pamphlet 
1.The first Thesis strikes the keynote: "Our 
Lord when he says, 'Repent,' desires that the 
whole life of believers should be repentance." 
2.In the second Thesis, Luther stated that true 
repentance is an internal state and exercise of 
the mind rather than external acts (buying 
Indulgences and going on pilgrimages etc.). 
Repentance is a continual conflict of the 
believing spirit with the sinful flesh, a daily 
renewal of the heart. As long as sin lasts, there 
is need of repentance. . 
3.The Pope cannot remit any sin except by declaring the remission of God; and — 
he cannot remit punishments. except those which he or the canons impose 
(Thes.5 and 6). 4 
4 Forgiveness presupposes true repentance, and can only be found in the merits 
of Christ. + 
5.Here comes in the other fundamental Thesis (62): The true treasury of the 
church is the gospel of Jesus Christ." This sets aside the Roman Catholic 
teaching about the overflowing treasury of extra-merits and rewards at the 
disposal of the Pope for the benefit of the living and the dead. 
6.God is not an angry Judge who needs to be appeased but he is father of men 
and women. He who poured out his own blood for our sins will he not freely 
forgive us. Only we have to go to him personally and change our sinful ways and 
take the path of truth. 
7 Jesus Church defined the Church a house of prayer for all people. In this house” 
no one has a right to do anything else other than prayer. 
8. You cannot bargain with God. 
The priests threaten to kill and burn Luther ; 
When Tetzel saw the pamphlet he instantly recognized the magnitude of th 
pamphlet. He could even see the undercurrents of the pamphlet. Tetzel arrogantly 
declared publicly. “Within three weeks I will have Luther thrown into the fire.” He 
published a counter pamphlet with 105 points equating the Pope with God and 
justifying the system of indulgence. At first, like most priests, he thought Luther 
would soon regret his words. He was absolutely confident of burning Luther alive 
just as the Pope had burnt alive John Hus and Jerome of Prague, who also had 
challenged the system of Indulgence. For the Popes and Cardinals, burning people” 
alive was as simple as roasting chickens. There were two more scholars of 
Catholic Church who burnt against Luther. One was Conrad Wimpina of Leipzig” 


L 


Luther’s introduction to the 95 thesis x“ 
Out of love for the truth and the desire to bring it to light, the following li 
be discussed at Wittenberg, under the presidency of the | 
Martin Luther, Master of Arts and of Sacred Theology, and | 
efore he requests that those | 


may do so by letter. 


propositions will 
Reverend Father 
Lecturer in Ordinary on the same at that place. Wher 


who are unable to be present and debate orally with us, 


oN ate 


People discussing Luther’s pamphlet in the market 
STN 


University, the other Johan Eck. Eck was one of the most brilliant scholars and 
debaters of the Roman Church. All these three writers defended the system of 
Indulgence but injured their cause in public estimation because of the weakness of 
their defence. All three of them representing the three biggest universities of Europe 
could not produce even one single argument from the Bible to justify the practice of 
Indulgence. After reading their pamphlets many of Luther's doubts on the subject of 
Indulgence got cleared, because even his most bitter enemies could not produce 
even one single argument from the Bible to justify indulgence. Luther gained 
extraordinary new courage from these pamphlets written by his enemies. He saw 
that the most learned scholars of the Catholic Church made themselves idiots trying 
to defend the system of Indulgence. Emboldened, Luther stepped into the public 
arena with his first pamphlet in German language titled SERMON ON 
INDULGENCE AND GRACE. So far Luther had only written in Latin, the 
language confined to academic circles. 


The pamphlet in the Pope's court 5 
When the pamphlet reached Rome the cardinals at first refused to even see it. 


They were so complacent assuming nobody in the world would ever question them. 
The palace was in party mode and did not want to be troubled by a pamphlet of a 
German monk. But Cardinals Johan Eck and Conrad Wimpina forced the Pope to 
havea look at the pamphlet and pleaded with him to arrest Luther. 
The Pope orders Luther's arrest 

Three month later very hesitantly Pope Leo ordered Frederick, the King of 
Saxony to arrest Luther and hand him. Usually the Kings would immediately hand 
over any person demanded by Pope. It was the law all over Europe to treat a person 
wanted by the Pope as a criminal guilty of the highest crime. But King Frederick 
was nota man to bend down to any order even if it was from the Pope. He was aGod 
fearing man and he had the highest regard for Luther. He knew that Luther was 
trying his best to speak for the truth. 
[King Frederick had recently founded a new university in Wittenberg and had 
handpicked Luther from the Augustinian monastery to teach there. Luther was also 
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the provincial head (in charge of 12 monasteries) of the famous Augustinian order of 
Europe. Luther had joined the monastery straight from the university (University of 
Erfurt) after completing his master's degree, throwing aside a brilliant law career to 
seek the way of salvation.] Very shrewdly, Frederick declined to arrest Luther but 
instead proposed a peaceful meeting between the Pope's representative and Lutht 
in the city of Augsburg during the Diet (Parliament) which was to be held there, wi 
the condition that the Pope will have to guarantee the safety of Luther before thi 
meeting. Pope Leo had no other alternative but to agree to this proposal. A meeti 
between Luther and Cardinal Cajetan was arranged during the Diet of Augsburg. 
News of this meeting spread throughout Europe like a hurricane, and people waited 
with bated breath to see the outcome. It was the biggest event in Europe. 
Luther leaves for Augsburg, September 25, 1518 

Luther left for Augsburg on foot, without a penny, wearing an old gown. Crowds 
of people and priests waited for him at the gate of Wittenberg to wish him. On the ~ 
way at Nurnberg, Wencelis Link received Luther and accompanied himalong witha — 
student Leonard Baier to Augsburg. 

Luther meets Cajetan in Augsburg, October 7, 1518 

'Itis on the Bible that my views rest’. 

Augsburg was one of the biggest cities of Germany. The whole city was talking 
about Luther and his fate. Everybody expected Luther to be killed. No man had ever 
challenged the Pope and got away alive. The last man to challenge the Pope was 
John Hus of Prague who was brutally burnt alive. On Oct. 12, Luther appeared 
before Cardinal Cajetan (Thomas de Vio of Gaéta). Straightaway, Luther requested 
that the Pope's brief might be read. The courtiers opened their eyes in astonishment 
at Luther's boldness; but cardinal concealing his anger, intimated with a wave of his 
hand that this request could not be granted. “Then,” replied Luther, “Deign, most 
reverend Father, to point out to me wherein I have erred.” The courtiers were still 
more astonished, but Cajetan remained unruffled. The legate took up the “Theses” 
of Luther, “Observe,” said he, “in the seventh proposition you deny that the 
Sacrament can profit one unless he has faith; and in your fifty-eighth proposition 
you deny that the merits of Christ form part of that treasure from which the Pope 
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grants indulgences to the faithful.” 
“But,” replied Luther, with equal 
decision, though with great 
courteousness, “I demand proof from § 
Holy Bible that I am wrong; it is on the 
Bible that my views rest.” “Bible!” 
said the cardinal derisively, “The Pope jj 
is above the Bible, and above ~ 
Councils.” Luther replied that if the 
Pope is above the Bible then he had 
nothing more to speak. Cajetan immediately threatened him, “do you think that the 
Pope cares for Germany? His little finger is more powerful than all Germany. Or do 
you think your King will defend you with his army?” For four more days the 
cardinal pressed and threatened Luther with excommunication. Luther resolutely 
refused and declared, “I can do nothing against my conscience; I will obey God 
rather than man; the Bible is on my side.” . 

Luther's statement was treason against the Pope. Luther's friends knew that if 
Luther stayed one more day in Augsburg the Pope party would surely kill him. King 
Fredrick's secretary, Staupitz quickly arranged a horse and a guide who knew the 
country well. That same night, the magistrate of Augsburg, Langemantel, secretly 
escorted Luther through by roads out of Augsburg city. Luther rode the whole night 
without pantaloons, boots or spurs and on reaching the first town of Monheim was 
so exhausted that he collapsed on the straw in the stable. When Luther reached 
Wittenberg exhausted after his marathon horse ride he was greeted as a national 
hero. It was the first anniversary of his 95 thesis; the whole nation was so excited 
about Luther's heroic stand and wanted to know all the details of the interview with 
Cajetan. Luther published his interview and people crowded the printing press to get 
a copy. The sheets were handed out wet from the press, and as each sheet was 
produced a dozen hands stretched out to clutch it. Ina few days the pamphlet was all 
over Europe. The printers worked night and day but still could not meet the demand. 
Printing became a big business and printing technology began to develop rapidly. 
Pope Leo issues a fresh decree affirming the practice of Indulgence 

On November 9th, the Pope issued a fresh public decree affirming the teaching 
of the Church that Indulgence is perfectly right and the Pope has the full power to 
absolve the sins of the people. The edict ran as follows: “That the Roman Church, 
the mother of all Churches, had handed down by tradition that the Roman Pontiff, 
the successor of St. Peter, by the power of the keys that is, by removing the guilt and 

punishment due for actual sins by indulgence can for reasonable causes grant to the 
faithful of Christ, whether in this life or in purgatory, indulgences out of the 
superabundance of the merits of Christ and the saints; can confer the indulgence by 
absolution, or transfer it by suffrage. And all those who have acquired indulgences, 
whether alive or dead, are released from so much temporal punishment for their 
actual sins as is the equivalent of the acquired indulgence.” This decree was issued 
to counter the growing influence of Luther. 
Luther declares the Pope as the Antichrist 

The decree compelled Luther to go deeper than he had yet ventured to do in his 
investigations into the Papacy (system of the Pope). He now looked at its 
foundations. “The conviction is daily growing upon me,” says Luther, “that the 
Pope is Antichrist.” And when the King Fredrick's assistant Spalatin inquired what 
he thought of war against the Turk? “Let us begin,” he replied, “with the Turk at 
home; itis fruitless to fight carnal wars and be overcome in spiritual wars.” 
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People crowding before the printing shops to get a copy of Luther's pamphlet 


Luther makes the biggest assault on the Pope 

_ Luther then drew up another appeal, and on Sunday he read it aloud in Corpus 
Christi Chapel, in the presence of a notary and witnesses. “I appeal,” he said, “from 
the Pope, as a man liable to error, sin, falsehood, vanity, and other human infirmities 
not above Scripture, but under Scripture to a future Council to be legitimately 
convened in a safe place, so that a proctor deputed by me may have safe access.” 
This appeal marks a new stage in Luther's enlightenment. The Pope is, in fact, 
abjured: Luther no longer recognized the Pope as the head of the Church. Instead he 
appealed to the Church herself. 

Luther's appeal to a general Council was a new assault upon the Pope's power. 
According to the laws of the Roman Catholic Church even an Emperor cannot 
directly appeal for a Church C ‘council and ifhe does so will be excommunicated from 
society. Luther's appeal created a commotion in Germany. Even King Frederick his 
most powerful friend and protector distanced himself from Luther’ and gently 
requested him to leave Germany. 

The Pope suddenly turns friendly towards Luther 

Suddenly out of the blue the Pope turned friendly and tried to reconcile with 
Luther. Probably Pope Leo thought that King Frederick will protect Luther with all 
his power. He did not know that Frederick had already asked Luther to leave 
Germany. He sent his special diplomat Karl Von Miltitz, the Canon of Mayence, to 
give the present of the consecrated Golden Rose to King Frederick. This present was 
given only to Kings who have done extraordinary service to the Church. Miltitz held 
aconference with Luther in the house of Spalatin, the secretary of King Frederick, at 
Altenburg, Jan. 6, 1519. He was exceedingly polite and friendly; he deplored the” 
offence and scandal of the Theses-controversy, and threw a great part of the blame 
on Tetzel; he used all his powers of persuasion, and entreated Luther with tears not 


to divide the unity of the holy Catholic Church. They agreed that the matter should” 


be settled by a German bishop instead of going to Rome, and that in the meantime 


both parties were to keep silence. 


a 
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The world's greatest debate, Leipzig University, June 27, 1519 

Luther kept his promise to be silent, and the matter would have been put to rest 
but his enemies broke the pause. They were seething with anger and plotting his 
death every moment. John Eck, Chancellor of the University of Ingolstadt and one 
of the most famous debaters of Europe challenged Luther for a public debate, in 
Leipzig University, At stake were the vital teachings of Christianity. It was one of 
the greatest intellectual battle spread over three weeks and people watched the 
outcome, Luther arrived in Leipzig with his colleague Prof, Carlstads, Prof. 
Melanchthon who become a legend for his service in the Reformation, along with 
200 students and supporters. 

The final and key topic of the debate was the authority of the Pope and the 
infallibility of the Church. Eck declared that the Pope is the successor of Peter, and 
the Vicar of Christ by divine right; Luther declared that this claim is contrary to the 
Bible, to the ancient Church, to the Council of Nicaea, the most sacred of all 
Councils, and rests only on the frigid decrees of the Popes. He denied the divine 
right and the origin of the Pope. Eck then charged Luther that he was reviving the 
teachings of John Hus, the most hated man of the Roman Catholic Church, who a 
century ago, had challenged Indulgence but was brutally burnt alive by Pope after 
promising him a safe trial in Constance. Luther did not expect this charge but 
instantly declared that John Hus was right and the Council of Constance guilty of the 
most barbaric murder of John Hus, At these words all hell broke loose. King Duke 

) George seated in the front was jolted as if a lightning fell on him, The audience 
trembled, No man in the world till then had ever questioned a Church Council. The 
Church Councils usually held once in a century and attended by hundreds of 
Bishops from all the countries of Europe were universally accepted as the ultimate 
tribunal and its decision were accepted as the decision of God. Luther's 
condemnation of the Council of Constance was the most audacious attack on the 
foundation of the Roman Catholic Church. It was also the first vindication of John 
Hus as a martyr of the Church. It was also the boldest condemnation of the Church 
that it was guilty of the blood of John Hus. The students of Leipzig University stood 
silent in awe while the priests in the audience shut their mouths in horror. Eck 
claimed victory and was rewarded with great honours and titles. But Luther made a 
deep impression upon the youth. The students especially were attracted by Luther, 
and many students left the University of Leipsic and joined Wittenberg. Some 
names that afterwards were Among the brightest in the ranks of the Reformers, were 
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at this time enrolled on the evangelical side Poliander, Cellarius, the young Prince of 
Anhalt, Cruciger, and last and greatest ofall, Melancthon. 

Luther returned from Leipsic a freer, a nobler, and a more courageous man. Thi 
fetters of Roman Catholic Church had been rent. He stood erect in the liberty 
wherewith the Gospel makes all who receive and follow it free. Luther now 
acknowledged no infallible guide on earth save the Bible. From this day for 
there was a greater power in every word and action of Luther, Once more in 
midst of his friends at Wittenberg, Luther's work resumed. Professors and students 
soon felt the new impetus derived from the quickened and expanded views whic 
Luther had brought back with him from his encounter with Eck. 

Luther condemned to death in absentia 

The Pope and the priests could no more tolerate Luther, just as Caiaphas, the _ 
High priest and the Pharisees could no more tolerate Jesus Christ. Luther w: 
condemned to death in absentia. Luther's effigy was burnt in Rome. The order of 
excommunication against him was being readied. . 
Emperor Maximilian passes away ‘ 

When the danger to Luther was at its height, Emperor Maximilian died (January 
12th, 1519). His grandson, Charles V, the King of Spain was crowned the new — 
Emperor of the Empire. ‘ 
Luther takes a Revolutionary course. ‘ 

A few months after the debate Luther began a revolutionary crusade against the 
Pope and its false teachings. In the years 1520 he published three revolutionary 
pamphlets in rapid succession against the false teaching of the Roman church, — 
“Address to the German Nobility,” the “Babylonian Captivity of the Church,” and 
the, “Freedom of a Christian Man.” The first two are trumpets of war, and the 
hardest blows ever dealt by human pen to the system of popery; while the third 
settles the relation of Man to God and Man to his fellowmen. He poured out his holy 
anger on the evils and abuses of the Catholic Church like a volcano in its full fury. 
People waited with bated breath to read his next pamphlet. Thousands of people 
took to the business of selling Luther's pamphlets. These pamphlets sold like 
national newspapers. Europe was filled with Luther's pamphlets. People waited 
with bated breath to hear him or read his next pamphlet. 7 
Luther’s first revolutionary pamphlet 
“Address to the German nobility, 23rd June, 1520 ; 

“The time for silence is gone, and the'time for speaking has come.” With these 
words Luther wrote the most stirring book tearing into the lies and the deception of 
the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church. Luther explained that just because a 
person has been ordained by the Church does not make him a priest. It is character, 
commitment to God and holiness that make a man a priest. He put forward the : 

1 
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biblical principle, that all men who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord are priests 
irrespective of the Vocation. It does not make any difference whether he is a lawyer, 
a doctor, a farmer, a mason, a carpenter, a shoemaker, a labourer, ateacher, anurse or 
a blacksmith. Luther explained that all the apostles were men with secular 
occupations. And the greatest of them St. Paul continued his vocation as a tent 
maker when he was in the midst of his biggest and most intense missionary 
eys. ‘ . 
oath second principle that he brought out was every work whether it was priestly 
work or a secular work when done in the right spirit is of equal honour in the eyes of 
God. A priest conducting the worship and a cobbler making a good shoe and selling 
it at the right price was equal in the sight of God. The result was within a few years 


the common people, the teacher, the shoemaker, the carpenter, the ver by 


“ 
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doctor, the nurse became the greatest workers of the Church in spreading the 
message of Jesus Christ and building the church. Luther also put forward the 
principle, that the Pope and the Church have no role in appointing priests and 
Bishops. Luther also blasted the Pope showing himself as GOD. : 
Luther’s second revolutionary pamphlet 

The Babylonian Captivity of the Church, October 1520 

In this pamphlet, Luther took an explicitly insurrectionary 
position, writing that the Pope was an antichrist and arguing 
that true Christianity had to be rescued from the “Babylonian 
Captivity” into which the Roman Church had led it. In this 
pamphlet, Luther blasted the foundation and pillars of the 
Roman Catholic Church. He tore into the root of the Catholic 
Church and opened a new way of Christian life and worship. 
The root of the Catholic Church was the system of seven 
sacraments, by which the priests controlled the life of a 
Christian from the cradle to the grave. Luther called this 
system a brutal slavery and called for the simple first century 
worship system laid down in the Bible. 

Luther tears in to the Mass and calls it a satanic twisting of 
the truth. 

Luther declared that every element of the Roman Catholic 
Mass is entirely wrong. He made it clear that there is no ritual or 
priest involved in true worship. God has only required people ; 
to come to him in Truth and in spirit. But the hour cometh and $M, cayrivirare 
now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in (4 * repre 
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. Fates saaee 
God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth. John 4:23, 24. Luther called the mass as the 
most antichristian abomination and the Pope as the antichrist 
for inventing this satanic rite. Luther proved from the Bible that 
the Church had no role to play in administering the mass, that 
from the beginning of the Church it was and is a thankful 
commemoration of the atoning death of Christ, with a blessing 
attached to it, namely, the forgiveness of sins, to be 
appropriated by faith. The substance of this sacrament is 
promise and faith. It is a gift of God to man, nota gift ofmanto 2% 
God. It is, like baptism, to be received, and not to be given. 
Luther wrote that the Roman Catholic Church have twisted it 
into a good work of man and an opus operatum, by which they 
imagine to please God; “they have surrounded it with so many prayers, signs, 
vestments, gestures, and ceremonies, that the original meaning is obscured. “They 
make God no longer the giver of good gifts on us, but the receiver of ours. Alas for 
such impiety!” 

Luther's third big pamphlet, November 1520. 

One month later, Luther published his third big pamphlet titled the freedom of 
the Christian man which presents the core of his beliefs. The leading idea is: The 
Christian is the lord of all, and subject to none, by virtue of faith; he is the servant of 
all, and subject to everyone, by virtue of love. Faith and love constitute the 
Christian: the one binds him to God, the other to his fellow-man. The idea is derived 
from St. Paul, who says, “Though I was free from all men, I brought myself under 
bondage to all, that I might gain the more” (1 Cor. 9: 19); and“Owe no man anything, 
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save to love one another" (Rom. 13:8). Itwas carried out by Christ, who was Lord of 
all things, yet born of a woman, born under the law that he might redeem them who: 
were under the law (Gal. 4:4); who was at once in the form of God, and in the form of 
a servant (Phil. 2:6, 7). 
The order of Excommunication 

The battle between the Pope and Luther had reached the final 
stage. The Pope could no more remain Pope if he allowed Luther to 
continue anymore. Either the Pope remained or Luther remained. 
Luther's deadly enemies Dr. Eck, Cardinals Campeggi and 
Cajetan, Prierias and Alexander, had reached Rome with all the 
Pamphlets written by Luther and were busy translating it into 
Latin. Day and night they worked on framing the charges against 
Luther. So miserably had Luther crushed these scholars that they 
were now afraid and extremely careful in drafting the 
excommunication order. They knew that if they made the slightest 
mistake Luther will beat them into a pulp. With great difficulty 
after several amendments the final draft was completed and > =. 
printed on June 15, 1520. Luther was charged with 41 wrong teachings. Pope Leo 
then commissioned Dr. Eck, Luther's most bitter enemy to publish the order in the 
cities of Germany. ~ 

When Eck landed in Germany he found the whole nation hostile to him. In 
Leipzig where he boasted of his victory in the debate with Luther he could not even. 
show his face. More than 500 students insulted him, spat on the order of 
Excommunication and tore it into pieces. In other cities where he tried to publish thi 
Order he had to face insults and mobs and he hid in the monasteries to save his 
Never in the last ten centuries was such an insult poured on the Pope's order 
excommunication usually venerated as a letter from God. Luther had been 
anticipating the order for many months. But he never imagined that the finest 
scholars of the Catholic Church could be so slow in drafting a small Order of 
Excommunication. As far back as July 10, when the Order (Bull) was only under 
discussion, Luther scornfully defied it. “As for me, the die is cast: I despise alike the — 
favour and fury of Rome; I do not wish to be reconciled with her, or ever to hold any - 
communion with her. Let her condemnand burn my books; I, in turn, unless I can 
find no fire, will condemn and publicly burn the whole pontifical law, that swamp of é 


heresies.” 
Absolute and final separation from the Roman Catholic Church, 


December 10, 1520 y 

As soon as Luther received the Order of Excommunication (Bull) he submitted q 

his protest to the public notary of Wittenberg. The notary took down his words as he 

uttered them. ; 

1. Because he stood condemned without having been heard, and without any reaso 

or proof assigned of his being in error. / 

2. Because the Pope exalts his own opinions above the Bible; ed 

3. Because, as a proud condemner of the Holy Church of God, and of a legitimate 

Council, the Pope had refused to convoke a Council of the Church, declaring that a 
5 il is nothing of itself. ; 

: yor published a pamphlet with the title “Against the Execrable Order of the 

Pope”. In this pamphlet he defended every charge against him with reasons from the 

Bible. He tured the tables on the Pope by pointing out that Pope was the liar 

according to the standard of the Holy Bible. Luther attacked its contents with red- 


hot anger and indignation bordering on frenzy. 


PAGE 16 


Burning of the order of excommunication in Public 
Luther then took the boldest step any man had ever taken against the Roman 
Church. He gave a public notice that he intended to publicly burn the Pope's bull on 
the tenth of December. On the appointed day more than 600 students, professors and 
thousands of people gathered at the Elster gate of Wittenberg. Luther solemnly took 
the order of excommunication, the canon law and the writings of Eck and Emser and 
put them into the fire that was lit with the words, “As thou [the Pope] hast vexed the 
Holy One of the Lord, may the eternal fire vex thee!” It was a fiery signal of absolute 
and final separation from the Roman Catholic Church, defying the greatest power 
on earth, before which Emperors, Kings, and princes, and all the nations of Europe 
bowed in reverence and awe. Several hundreds of students tarried at the fire till late 
into the night. Luther at first trembled at the step, and prayed for light; but after the 
deed was done, he felt more cheerful than ever. He felt relieved from the shackles’ of 
popery and monasticism. He then published a pamphlet, "Why the books of the 
Pope and his disciples were burned by Dr. Martin Luther." He justified it by his 
duties as a baptized Christian, as a sworn doctor of divinity, as a daily preacher, to 
) root out all unchristian doctrines. 
The Pope demands Luther to be put to death 
The burning of the Pope's bull (Order of Excommunication) shook Europe like 
an earthquake. No one not even an emperor had ever burnt the Pope's bull during the 
last 15 centuries. Luther's boldness and courage propelled his cause to the centre 
stage of Europe. People were totally taken up by Luther's crusade against the 
Catholic Church. The German diet (Parliament) was about to sit. The new Emperor, 
Charles V who had just sat on the throne only six months ago was overwhelmed by 
the commotion raised by the teachings of Luther. The Pope had already dispatched 
two of his shrewdest cardinals, Jerome Alexander and Marino Caracciolo from Italy 
to fight the case against Luther with the order to Alexander that at any cost he should 
bring Luther dead or alive to him. It would be apt to call Alexander a butcher rather 
than cardinal. Alexander began an intense campaign against Luther demanding his 
death without a trial on the basis of the Pope's order of excommunication. Usually 
by law, the order of excommunication was enough to put a person to death without 
trial. Alexander went around like a mad dog, persuading, arguing, bribing, 
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threatening and pleading with officials and leaders that Luther should be put to 
death without a trial. He played on their fears ofa popular revolution, and reminded 
them of the example of the Bohemians, the worst and most troublesome of 
dissenters. He did not shrink from the terrible threat, “If ye Germans who pay least 


into the Pope's treasury shake off his yoke, we shall take care that ye mutually kill 
yourselves, and wade in your own blood.” 


Emperor Charles V opens the Diet (Parliament) 

On the 28th of January, 1521, Charles V opened his first Diet at Worms. On the 
very first day Pope Leo sent an order to the Emperor Charles V to arrest Luther and 
burn him alive according to law of the Church. On the 28th of January, 1521, 
Charles V opened his first Diet at Worms. He desired that the diet should first — 
discuss the threat of the Turks who were planning to attack Germany. But there was 
no possibility of discussing anything other than Luther. Europe was burning with 
the religious questions raised by Luther, The questions raised by Luther occupied 
the public mind, submerging all political, military and economic issues. The 
Emperors simply could not get the Diet moving forward without first taking up the 
issue of Luther. After intense discussion it was decided that Luther should be called 
to present his case in the diet. _ 
Luther summoned to the Diet (Parliament) 

The Emperor wrote a personal letter to Luther addressing him as “Honourable, 
well-beloved, and pious! Inviting him to come to the Diet and answer the questions 
about his new Christian teachings and books. Cardinal Alexander addressed the 
Diet, Feb. 13, 1521 in a speech of three hours, and contended that on the basis of 
Pope's Order of Excommunication Luther has no right to be given any further 
hearing, and it was the simple duty of the Emperor and the states to execute Luther, 
When the Pope got the news of Luther being summoned by the Emperor for a public 
trial he was enraged and renewed his call for Luther's blood. On Maundy Thursday, 
March 28, the Pope, in proclaiming the terrible bull in Coena Domini, which is 
annually read at Rome, expressly condemned, among other heretics, Martin Luther 
by name with all his adherents. This was the fourth excommunication, but it had no 
effect on Luther. P 
Luther receives the Emperor’s invitation to come to the Diet (Parliament) 

As soonas Luther received the news that the Emperors has summoned him to the 
Diet. he said “This is a call from God, I will go even though most probably I will be 
killed.” A century ago, John Hus who had questioned Indulgence was burnt alive by 
the Pope even after he was given a promise of safe conduct. 

Luther leaves for the city of Worms to the Diet (Parliament) 

On the second of April, Luther left Wittenberg, accompanied by his colleagues 
and supporters. Melanchthon wished to 
accompany his friend, but he was needed at 
home. “If I do not return,” said Luther in 
taking leave of him, “and my enemies murder 
me, I conjure thee, dear brother, to persevere 
in teaching the truth. Do my work during my te 
absence: you can do it better than I.” On the : 
way Luther was accorded a hero's welcome in 
the cities of Leipzig, Erfurt, and Thuringia. 


Thousands of people greeted him on the way J Sie wht \ 
and wished him. The streets, the walls, and ee we a 
roofs were covered with people, who almost % aN Luther arrives In 


vorshiped Luther as a wonder-working saint. ; 
worshiped — 


Luther testifying beta ue Emperor 


= 


Luther arrived in Worms on Tuesday morning, April 16, 1521. Thousands of people 
were waiting to see the Hero of the Gospel who dared to defy the Pope and the 
Emperor. Hundreds of nobles, knights and princess waited to meet Luther in his 
lodging till late in the night. The city was in a fever-heat of excitement and 
expectation. 
Luther testifies before the Diet 

The Next day Luther was led to the hall of the Diet in the bishop's palace. Such 
was the crowds of people thronging the city to see the outcome that Luther had to be 
led through circuitous side streets. When Luther entered the hall he saw before hima 
brilliant assembly of the most powerful men on the earth. The Emperor and his 
brother along with six Kings were seated in the front. King Frederick in whose state 
Luther lived was also seated. Also in the assembly were the Pope's legates, 
archbishops, bishops, dukes, margraves, princes, counts, deputies of the imperial 
cities, ambassadors of foreign courts, and numerous array of dignitaries of every 
rank. Thousands of spectators thronged the building and the streets anxiously 
waiting for the issue. 

Dr. Johann von Eck, as the official of the Archbishop of Treves, put to him, in the 
name of the Emperor, simply two questions in Latin and German, first, whether you 
have written these books (About twenty-five in number) laid before him on a bench 
which included his two most deadly books against the Pope, 'The Babylonian 
Captivity’ and 'The address to the German nobility’. And second, will you defend 
your new teachings or surrender to the Pope and the Emperor. 

Luther replied, “Yes I have written these books but for your second question I 
need time to answer because this is a question of faith and the salvation of souls.” It 
was at first sight an odd reply, apparently unexpected by the Emperor and his 
advisers who went into a huddle to decide what to do about it. The Emperor granted 
Luther one day time to answer. The next day Luther appeared before the Emperor. 
He began his speech which he had prepared. “Most serene Emperor, most illustrious 
princes, most clement lords. . . deign to listen graciously to this my cause which is, 
as | hope, a cause Of justice and of truth. I can say nothing about myself but that I 
have taught and written up to this time with simplicity of heart, as I had in view only 
the glory of God and sound instruction of Christ's faithful. If disturbance and 
dissension arose because of my teachings, it is a not an abnormal thing because 
Christ did indeed say 'I have come to bring not peace but a sword.”” 

The Chancellor of Trier then answered Luther “Do not, I entreat you, Martin, do 
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Cardinals accuse Luther after his speech 


—— 


not claim for yourself that you are the one and only man who has knowledge of the 
Bible, we are forbidden to argue about this faith by the law of both Pope and 
Emperor.”. .. He then told Luther to answer clearly and simply 'Yes' or No’. 

“Since then Your Serene Majesty and Your Lordships seek a simple answer, I 
will give it in this manner. YES, I stand by my teaching, the teachings of Jesus Christ 
given in the Holy Bible. Unless you give me proof from the Bible that lam wrong I 
will continue to preach them to others. I have no more faith in the Pope or the 
Supreme Councils of the Roman Catholic Church, since it is well known that they 
have often erred and contradicted themselves. My conscience is bound to the Word 
of God contained in the Bible. I cannot and I will not change my faith since it is 
neither safe nor right to go against conscience. Here I stand, may God help me, 
Amen.” 

The irritated Chancellor wanted the last word. He shouted, “Martin you can 
never prove the Councils had erred.” Luther repeated his assertion, and pledged 


himself to prove it. Thus pressed and threatened, amidst the excitement and ~ 


confusion of the audience, his final word was, “Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise. 
God help me! Amen.” The Emperor was horrified and would hear no more, and 
abruptly broke up the session of the Diet at eight o'clock, amid general commotion. 
The Emperor was angry that Luther had dared to condemn the Councils. The 
Councils held very rarely were regarded as the ultimate tribunal for the decision of 
theological controversies. No man had ever dared to point his finger at the Councils. 
Late that evening, Emperor Charles Habsburg wrote his Judgment in French - 
Luther is guilty and should be burnt alive. Anybody who finds Luther should 
immediately hand him over or inform his whereabouts to the magistrate. Anybody 
who shelters Luther will be tried for high treason. Nobody can keep or print or sell 


any book written by Luther. 


Negotiations with Luther eS gn 
When the judgment was delivered the next day the Pope's party rejoiced with joy 


but the Kings and the Princess of the different states of Germany did not accept the 
decision and pressed the Emperor for further negotiation with Luther in view of the 
public opinion. The Emperor agreed to make a last attempt to negotiate with Luther, 
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in the hope that Luther might be induced to withdraw or at least moderate his dissent 
about the general Councils. Alexander, the Pope's representative protested that 
Luther should be immediately handed to his custody and there should be no more 
negotiation with him. But this tyrant had to eat his own words. The negotiations 
were conducted by Richard von Greiffenklau, King and Archbishop of Treves, at his 
residence, The archbishop requested Luther that in Christian humility he should 
withdraw his condemnation of the Council of Constance, leave the matter for the 
present with the Emperor and the Diet, and promise to accept the final verdict of a 
future Councils unfettered by a previous decision of the Pope. But Luther feared that 
such a Council might re-assert its superiority over the Pope, as the reformatory 
Councils of the fifteenth century had done. And so Luther remained as hard as a 
rock. He insisted on the supremacy of the Word of God over all Councils, and the 
right of judging for himself according to his conscience. He declared at last, that 
unless he was given “clear and evident reasons,” from the Bible, he could not yield, 
no matter what might happen to him; and that he was willing to abide by the test of 
Gamaliel, “If this work be of men, it will be overthrown; but if it is of God, ye will 
not be able to overthrow it” (Acts 5:38, 39). 
King Frederick plans a secret plan to hide Luther 
While the negotiations were going on King Frederick worked on a top secret 
plan to stage a kidnaping and hide Luther in one of his castles till the explosive 
situation cooled down. 
Luther's departure to Wittenberg 
Three hours after the last negotiation, the Emperor issued Luther a safe-conduct 
for twenty-one days, after which he will be under the death sentence, Luther 
thanked the Emperor for the safe-conduct, and defended his course at Worms. He 
wrote that he could not trust in the decision of one man or many men when God's 
word and eternal interests were at stake. 
King Frederick stages a kidnaping ‘ 
On the way back to Wittenberg, armed soldiers suddenly appeared from the 
wood, and stopped Luther. They put him on horseback, hurried away with him in 
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i ig ie hai fim about midnight to a lonely, haunted castle called 
Nartbt p in the forest of Thuringia, The man in charge of this operation 
C aptain von Berlepsch informed Luther that all this was done by the order of the 
- oo : beat pete act ve BN death sentence of the Emperor. Luther was 
Luther absence gave room to ooudiedneain palin ag os nee 8 
¢ 1g rumours that Luther was dead, imprisoned, 
and cruelly treated. Five years had passed since his first Pamphlet the '95 Thesis’. 
eas five years had been a period of intense public life. Luther was working 16 
urs a day in multiple tasks as a Professor, Head of the Augustinian Monastery, 
Pastor of the Wittenberg Chapel, and in charge of 11 provinces. In the prison, Luther 
began to write a series of Pamphlets on the most important subjects like Celibacy, 
Confessions and after that he wanted to translate the Bible into the local language of 
the people. 
Luther's crusade against Monasteries and Conyents 

For many years Luther was deeply concerned about the system of monasteries. 
Europe and Germany were full of monasteries and convents. The Church gave the 
idea that man or a woman can gain salvation by joining a monastery or a convent. 
Thousands of young boys and girls left their homes every year to join them. It was 
also considered a holy act to beg and tens of thousands of monks were forced by 
monasteries to beg in the streets. Luther saw that the whole system was totally 
contrary to the Bible. He also saw that vows of celibacy were unnatural, and 
contrary to the commandments of God. All the saints of the Bible beginning with 
Abraham - the father of faith, Moses - the lawgiver, down to Apostle Peter also 
regarded as the first Pope were married men and women. From Wartburg he 
published a pamphlet titled “OPINION ON MONASTIC ORDERS” stating a new 
code of principles derived from the Bible. 

Luther explained that from the beginning Monasteries and Convents were just 
school and Colleges to prepare people for Priesthood and for serving God and there 
was never any system of Vows. It was only later when discipline was going down 
that Vows and other rules were laid down which was only the inventions of men and 
were all contrary to the Bible. 

1. God has created man and woman for marriage, and that those who oppose it 
must either be ashamed of their manhood or womanhood, or pretend to be wiser 
than God. 

2. Vows are unnatural and contrary to the Bible. 

3. God does not view celibacy as superior to the married state. 

Tens of thousands of monks and nuns left the monasteries and convents and 
joined the mainstream society and became useful members. Thousands of 
monasteries and convents were converted into school. The most talented and gifted 
people who did not join the ministry of the Church because of the requirement of 
celibacy now entered the Church ministry. It has been calculated by Justus Moser in 
1750 that within two centuries after the Reformation from ten to fifteen million 
human beings in all lands owe their existence to the abolition of clerical celibacy. 
More important than this numerical increase is the fact that an unusual proportion of 
eminent scholars and useful men in Church and state descended from clerical 
families. This pamphlet is still regarded as one of the most important work of 


Luther. 
Luther translates the Bible into German F ea 
Luther's then took up the herculean task of translating the Bible into the German 
language and make the Bible available for the common man 1n their own mother 
tongue at an affordable price. For almost fifteen centuries the Popes kept the Bible 
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away from the common people by force. It was a crime for people to read the Bible 
according to the Church laws. It was a bigger crime to translate the Bible into the 
mother tongue of the people. The secular and common people were told they were a 
lower class of people who will not be able to understand the Bible and know God 
directly. Luther broke this system and laid down the principle derived from the 
Bible that all men are priest irrespective of their occupation and every individual 
must take responsibility to know God by studying the Bible and knowing the truth 
for himself. In November 1521 he began with the New Testament and by March 
within six months he completed the New Testament from the prison. From the 
Prison he sent it to his printers. By September 21, 1522, the whole of the New 
Testament in German was in print, and could be purchased at the moderate sum of a 
florin and a half. After returning from Wartburg he revised the whole translation 
with the help of his colleague Melancthon and then he translated the Old Testament. 
The full Bible was published 1534. Till the end of his life he continued to revise it. 
Today five hundred years later Luther's version still remams the most popular 
German Bible. Translating the Bible into the German language had huge obstacles. 
There was no single German language. It was divided into as many dialects as tribes 
and states, and none served as a bond of literary union. Saxons and Bayarians, 
Hanoverians and Swabians, could scarcely understand each other. Luther choose 
the Saxon dialect, used in the courts and offices for the German Bible and brought 
harmony out of the confusion. There was another problem with the Saxon dialect; it 
was bureaucratic, stiff, heavy, involved, dragging, and unwieldy. Luther made it 
intelligible to the common people of all parts of Germany. He popularized and 
adapted it to religion. He enriched it with the vocabulary of the German mystics, 
chroniclers, and poets. He gave it wings, and made it intelligible to the common 
people of all parts of Germany. He adapted the words to the capacity of the 
Germans, often at the expense of accuracy. In ten weeks' time he completed the New 
Testament. 
Luther returns from hiding to lead the Reformation 
In his absence the reformation began to breakdown. Some of his overzealous 
colleagues without having the true spirit of the reformation took the path of violence 
and began to demolish Churches and beat the priests. As soon as Luther got the news 
of these disturbances he foresaw the dangers to the Reformation and decided to rush 
back to Wittenberg even at the cost of his life. Luther was under the death sentence 
and his enemies were waiting everywhere to catch him and hand him to the 
authorities. To reach Wittenberg Luther will have to, pass through territory of his 
bitter enemy King George who was waiting to put Luther to death. Luther risking 
his life rode through King George's state and reached Wittenberg. 

On the Sunday after his arrival, Luther ascended his old pulpit, and re-appeared 
before his congregation of citizens and students. He preached eight sermons for 
eight days in succession. In plain, clear, strong, scriptural language he made it clear 
that faith is worthless without love. No man has a right to compel his brother in 
matters that are left free; and among these are marriage, living in convents, private 
confession, fasting and eating, images in Churches. Abuses which contradict the 
Word of God, as private masses, should be abolished, but in an orderly manner and 
by proper authority. The Word of God and moral suasion must be allowed to do the 
work. Paul preached against the idols in Athens, without touching one of them; and 
yet they fell in consequence of his preaching. “Summa summarum,” said Luther, “I 
will preach, speak, write, but I will force no one; for faith must be voluntary. Take 
me as an example. | stood up against the Pope, Indulgences, and all papists, but 
without violence or uproar. I only urged, preached, and declared God's Word, 
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nothing else. And yet while I was asleep, 
the Word inflicted greater injury on the 
Pope than prince or Emperor ever did. I did 
nothing, the Word did everything. Had I 
appealed to force, all Germany might have 
been deluged with blood; yea, I might have 
kindled a conflict at Worms, so that the 
Emperor would not have been safe. But 
what would have been the result? Ruin and 
desolation of body and soul. I therefore s 
kept quiet, and gave the Word free course through the world. Do you know what the — 
Devil thinks when he sees men use violence to propagate the gospel? He sits with 
folded arms behind the fire of hell, and says with malignant looks and frightful grin: 
‘Ah, how wise these madmen are to play my game! Let them go on; I shall reap the 
benefit. I delight in it.’ But when he sees the Word running and contending alone on 
the battle-field, then he shudders and shakes for fear. The Word is almighty, and — 
takes captive the hearts.” a 
The Reformation spreads like fire in Germany 
From Wittenberg the headquarters, the reformation began to spread like a wild ~ 

fire. It was spontaneous and had an irresistible impulse to it. There was no need to 
push it. There was no need for a special mission to propagate it. The only 
propaganda of Luther was the word and the pen, but these he used to the utmost of 
his time and strength. Thousands of monks converted to the new faith and became 
preachers of the reformation. Whole cities renounced the Roman Catholic religion 
and accepted the Protestant faith particularly Nuremberg, Osnabruck, Ratisbon, 
Strasburg, Antwerp, and in Hesse and Wurtemberg. Tens of Thousands of monks 
and nuns threw their cowls and frocks at the gates of their monasteries, joined their 
Brethren and became preachers of the truth. A multitude of priests became obedient 
to the faith, and preached it to their flocks, In other cases flocks forsook their priests, 
finding that they continued to inculcate the old superstitions and perform the old 
ceremonies. A powerful influence was acting on the minds of men, which cartied 
them onward in the path of the Reformed faith, despite threats and dangers and bitter 
persecutions. Preachers perambulated Germany proclaiming the new doctrines to 
immense crowds, in the market-place, in burial-grounds, on mountains, and in 
meadows. The chief agencies were, 

1. The German Bible, which spoke with Divine authority to the reason and 
conscience, and overawed the human authority of the pope; 

2. The German Hymns, which sang the comforting doctrines of grace into the hearts 
of the people; 3 
3. The writings of Luther, who discussed every question of the day with 
commanding ability and abundant knowledge, assuring the faith of friends, and 
crushing the opposition of foes. The force and fertility of his genius as a polemic are 
amazing, and without a parallel among fathers, schoolmen, and modern divines. He 
ruled like an absolute monarch in the realm of German theology and religion; and, 
with the gospel for his shield and weapon, he was always sure of victory. No such 
progress of new ideas and principles had taken place since the first introduction of 
Christianity. No power of pope or emperor, no council or diet, could arrest it. The 
very obstacles were turned into helps. 
Printing and Literature 3 . 

The art of printing was God's preparations for the Reformation and it became the 


mightiest lever of Protestantism and modern culture. The books <a 


; 
‘ 


“ 


Luther the greatest Pamphleteer 

Luther was the greatest Pamphleteer of History. Unlike larger books, which took 
weeks or months to produce, a pamphlet could be printed in a day or two. 
Luther's pamphlets were the most sought after; a contemporary remarked that 
they “were not so much sold as seized”. His first pamphlet written in German, the 
“Sermon on Indulgences and Grace’, was reprinted 14 times in 1518 alone, in 
print runs of at least 1,000 copies each time. Of the 6,000 different pamphlets that 
were published in German-speaking lands between 1520 and 1526, some 1,700 
were editions of a few dozen works by Luther, In all, some 6million -7million 
pamphlets were printed in the first decade of the Reformation, out of which 2 
million pamphlets were written by Luther, He was by far the most original, 
fertile, and effective controversialist and pamphleteer of his age. He commanded 
the resources of genius, learning, courage, eloquence, wit, humor, irony, and 
ridicule, and had, notwithstanding his many physical infirmities, an astounding 
power of work. He could express the deepest thought in the clearest and strongest 
language, and had an abundant supply of juicy and forcible epithets. 


Reformation were big in size, costly, limited and unaffordable and also mostly in 
Latin language which the common man did not know. Complete Bibles were 
available only in libraries and were secured by a chain against theft. The 
reformation changed this radically. Luther wrote small booklets, pamphlets and 
which were printed in millions and were sold at the cost of a newspaper and were in 
the German language. The total number of prints in the five years preceding the 
Reformation amounted only to five hundred and twenty-seven; in the six years after 
the Reformation, it rose to three thousand one hundred and thirteen. These works are 
distributed over fifty different cities of Germany. Of all the works printed between 
1518 and 1523 no less than six hundred appeared in Wittenberg; the others mostly in 
Niirnberg, Leipzig, Cologne, Strassburg, Hagenau, Augsburg, Basel, Halberstadt, 
and Magdeburg, Luther created the book-trade in Northem Germany, and made the 
little town of Wittenberg one of the principal book-marts, and a successful rival of 
neighboring Leipzig as long as this remained Catholic. » 
Tremendous sale of Luther's Bible 
The strongest impulse was given to the book trade by 
Luther's German New Testament, Of the first edition, 
Sept, 22, 1522, five thousand copies were printed and sold 
before December of the same year, at a price of one guilder 
anda half per copy (about twenty-five marks of the present 
value). Hans Luft printed a hundred thousand copies on his 
press in Wittenberg. Adam Petri in Basel published seven Martin Luther's 1534 bible 
editions between 1522 and 1525; Thomas Wolf of the 
same city, five editions between 1523 and 1525. The precious little volume, which 
contains the wisdom of the whole world, made its way with lightning speed into the 
palaces of princes, the castles of knights, the convents of monks, the studies of 
priests, the houses of citizens, the huts of peasants. Mechanics, peasants, and 
women carried the New Testament in their pockets, and dared to dispute with priests 
and doctors of theology about the gospel. 


Hundreds lay down their life for the new faith. ; 
In 1523 two Augustinian monks, Henry Voes and John Esch, were publicly burnt 


in Brussels, for preaching the new faith of Luther, After the fires were kindled, they 


d the Apostles' Creed, sang the "Te Deum laudamus," and prayed in the 
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repeate 


flames, "Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy upon us." The heroic death of these. 


first Protestant martyrs inspired Luther's first poem, which begins, — "Ein neues 
Lied wir heben an." ie 


By help of God I fain would tell . 
Anew and wondrous story, 4 
And sing a marvel that befell 
To his great praise and glory. 

At Brussels in the Netherlands # 

He hath his banner lifted, 

To show his wonders by the hands 

Oftwo youths, highly gifted 8 

With rich and heavenly graces. f 

One of these youths was called John, eh 

And Henry was the other; 

Rich in the grace of God was one, 

A Christian true his brother. 

For God's dear Word they shed their blood, , ‘ 

And from the world departed 

Like bold and pious sons of God; 

Faithful and lion-hearted, 

They won the crown of martyrs. 

The prior of their convents, Lampert Thorn, was suffocated in prison. In the city 
of Cologne Henry of Ziitphen, Adolph Klarenbach and Peter Flysteden were 
publicly burnt alive on Sept. 28, 1529. George Winkler, a preacher in Halle, was 
murdered on May, 1527. Duke George of Saxony persecuted the Lutherans, not by 
death, but by imprisonment and exile. 

In Southern Germany the Edict of Worms was more rigidly executed. Many 
executions by fire and sword, accompanied by barbarous mutilations, took place in 
Austria and Bavaria. In Vienna a citizen, Caspar Tauber, was beheaded and burnt, 
because he denied purgatory and transubstantiation. In Salzburg a priest was 
secretly beheaded without a trial, by order of the archbishop, for Lutheran heresy. 
George Wagner, a minister at Munich, was burnt Feb. 8, 1527. Leonard Kaser (or 
Kaiser) shared the same fate by order of the bishop of Passau. Luther wrote to him, 
while in prison, a letter of comfort. ; ‘ 
CHRISTIAN MARTYRS 

No great cause in church or state, in religion or science, has ever succeeded 
without sacrifice. Blood is the price of liberty. "The blood of martyrs is the seed of 
Christianity." Persecution develops the heroic qualities of human nature, and the 
passive virtues of patience and endurance under suffering. Protestantism has its 
martyrs as well as Catholicism. In Germany, it achieved a permanent legal existence 
only after the Thirty Years’ War. The Reformed churches in France, Holland, 
England, and Scotland, passed through the fiery ordeal of persecution. It has been 
estimated that the victims of the Spanish Inquisition outnumber those of heathen 
Rome, and that more Protestants were executed by the Spaniards in a single reign, 
and ina single province of Holland, than Christians in the Roman Empire during the 


first three centuries. 


Luther reforms the Mass ; . 
The Roman Catholic mass conducted in the Latin language which was totally 


unintelligible to the common man. The Roman Catholic worship is complete 
without a sermon. The people are passive spectators rather than hearers. The 
Reformers in theory and practice laid the greatest stress on preaching and hearing 
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the gospel as an act of worship. Luther reproduced the mass in the vernacular 
language. He made the Sermon the biggest element in the worship. Luther set the 
example, and was a most indefatigable and popular preacher. He usually preached . 
two sermons on Sundays and at least one during the week days. He lived and moved 
in the Bible, and understood how to make it a book of life for his time. He always 
spoke from intense conviction and with an air of authority. He had an extraordinary 
faculty of expressing the profoundest thoughts in the clearest and strongest 
language for the common people. 
Luther pioneers the Hymn book 
Luther's German Bible created the platform for God 
to speak directly to the people. His songs or Hymns 
created the platform for people to speak directly to God. . 
The Pope and the priests did not allow the people to sing 
in the Church. The Roman Catholic Hymns were all in 
Latin which the priests used to chant and the people only 
heard it without understanding a word of it. Luther wrote 
the most beautiful songs in the local language of the 
people based on the Word of God from the Bible and gave 
them the finest tunes, Luther's Hymns are characterized, like those of St. Ambrose, 
by simplicity and strength, and a popular churchly tone. But, unlike those of St. 
Ambrose and the middle Ages, they breathe the bold, confident, joyful spirit of 
justifying faith, which was the beating heart of his theology and piety. Luther's 
Hymns passed at once into common use in church and school, and sung the 
Reformation into the hearts of the people. Before Luther's death (1546), there 
appeared no less than forty-seven Lutheran hymn- and tune-books. 
Pope Leo and Pope Adrian pass away 
Pope Leo who bore the biggest brunt of Luther's crusade suddenly died ofa heart 
attack. In spite of all his power and wealth he could not even touch a hair of Luther. 
Pope Adrian VI replaced him. Adrian continued the effort of Leo to kill Luther. But 
Adrian was no doubt an honest man. He openly confessed that the Roman Catholic 
Church is guilty ofall the accusations of Luther, In the next Dietheld atNurnberghe ~ 
pressed the Emperor to put Luther to death but the Emperor did not agree. Suddenly 
he died.and Pope Clement VI took his place. Clement continued the war with 
Luther. He pressed the Emperor to kill Luther but he too suddenly died. In the 
meantime Germany was getting divided on religious lines. The northern states 
accepted the new Christianity of Luther while the southern states continued in the 
old Roman Catholic faith. 
The Peasants War 
The revival of the pure teachings of Jesus Christ after centuries of darkness 
aroused the fury of hell. Just as St. Paul's preaching had aroused the fury of hell who 
retaliated with the most barbaric persecution under the Emperor Nero. When the 
reformation was gathering speed the armies of hell struck a deadly blow. Satan 
worked on the weakest part of Europe, the feudal system in which the farmers were 
exploited by the Land lords. For many centuries the peasants (farm workers) were 
ruthlessly exploited by the landlord and princes. They formed secret leagues for 
their protection and many times they openly rebelled and each time they were 
suppressed by brute force. But now under the leadership of Thomas Munzer, a 
forerunner of modern communism, they united together in a large band. Munzer 
inflamed the people in fiery harangues from the pulpit and in printed tracts to open 
rebellion against their spiritual and secular rulers. 
The peasants turned to Luther for leadership and support. Luther agreed that 


re er ee ee 


hee demands were just and he was willing to help them under the condition that 
they should not take the path of violence. Luther explained that they will never 
succeed in their cause by rebellion; they must exercise Christian submission, and 
wait the gradual but certain rectification of their individual wrongs, and those of 
society at large, by the Divine, healing power of the Gospel. He explained by his 
own example. How without any violence by the sole instrumentality of preaching 
the Gospel he broke the power of the most powerful oppressors in the world. No 
army could have accomplished half the work in double the time. He implored them 
to permit this process to go on. It is preachers not soldiers, the Gospel not rebellion, 
that is to benefit the world. And he warned them that if they should oppose the 
Gospel in the name of the Gospel, they would only rivet the yoke of their enemies 
upon their neck. Luther firmly believed that revolution was wrong in itself, and 
contrary to Divine order; that it was the worst enemy of reformation. He rebuked the 
princes and nobles, especially the bishops, for their oppression of the poor people 
and urged them to grant some of the petitions, lest a fire should be kindled all over 
Germany which no one could extinguish. He advised both parties to submit the 
quarrel to a committee of arbitration. But it was too late; he preached to deaf ears. 

A civil war broke out between the peasants and the rulers. The peasants, badly 
armed, poorly led, and divided among themselves, were utterly defeated by the 
troops of the Landgrave Philip of Hesse, Duke Henry of Brunswick, the Elector 
John, and the Dukes George and John of Saxony. More than 100,000 peasants were 
killed and their widows and orphans were left destitute. Over a thousand castles and 
convents lay in ashes, hundreds of villages were burnt to the ground, the cattle 
killed, agricultural implements destroyed, and whole districts turned into a 
wilderness. The Roman Catholic party blamed Luther for the bloody calamity. The 
split of the nation was widened. 

King Frederick passes away: May 5 1525 , 

At the height of the peasant war, Luther's most powerful protector King 
Frederick III, surnamed the Wise, King of Saxony died. He was 63. His son John the 
constant succeeded him. 

The Emperor giving the final touches to execute Luther , 

After handing the death sentence to Luther, Emperor Charles had given Luther 
21 day's grace period after which he was to be burnt alive. But war broke about 
against France and he was held up in this war for eight years till 1525. During this 
period he had no time to execute Luther. The death sentence still remained in force 
but the Emperor could not execute it. Luther lived and worked in Wittenberg, 
writing, preaching and flaming the reformation around Germany. The war ended 
with a great victory for C harles and the surrender of the King of France. After the 
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Ya \ Luther at home 


victory Charles decided to settle the Luther question. He called a Diet in the city of 
Augsburg with an express order that the diet should take all steps to erase the 
teachings of Luther from Europe for ever. Luther's most powerful friend King 
Frederick had just died. Luther's friends feared that the emperor might execute the 
death sentence any time. Almost everybody in the reformation side was afraid about 
what is going to happen, except Luther. 
Luther takes a wife: June 13, 1525 
Amidst the disturbances and terrors of the Peasants’ War, in full view of his 
personal danger, Luther announced his marriage to Catherine Von Bora, a Lady 
from a noble family of Saxony. She was a nun but after reading Luther's writings 
turned to the Protestant faith. Though he was a monk he was convinced many years 
later that, God has created man for marriage, and that those who oppose it must 
either be ashamed of their manhood, or pretend to be wiser than God. Yet in view of 
the death sentence on him and the danger to his life he had decided to remain single. 
But Catherine assured Luther that she was willing to die with him for the cause of 
the Truth. Regarding his marriage Luther had only this to say in a letter to his friend, 
Link "Suddenly, and while I was occupied with far other thoughts, the Lord has, 
plunged me into marriage." 
Luther's family life 
Luther had six children,—three daughters, two of whom died young, and three 
sons, Hans (John), Martin, and Paul. Luther gave himself little concern about his 
household, and left it in the hands of his wife, who was prudent and economical. He 
calls himself a negligent, forgetful, and ignorant housekeeper, but gives great credit 
to his "Herr Kathie." He was contented with little, and called economy the best 
capital. All the Reformers were poor, and singularly free from avarice; they moved 
ina lofty sphere, and despised the vanities of the world. 
Luther's income was very small, even for the standard of his times, and presents 
a striking contrast to the royal splendour and luxury of bishops and cardinals. His 
highest annual salary as professor was three hundred guilders; it was first a hundred 
guilders; on his marriage the Elector John doubled it; the Elector John Frederick 
added a hundred; a guilder being equal in value to about sixteen marks or shillings 
(four dollars) of the present day. He received no honorarium from the students, nor 
any salary as preacher in the town church. He refused to take any royalty for his 
German Bible. The publishers offered him (as he reported in 1539) a yearly grant of 
four hundred guilders for the free use of his manuscripts, but he refused "to make 
money out of the gifts of God." The royalty of his German Bible version alone 
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would have amounted to millions of dollars. 
“ Ae suddenly rebels against the Emperor 

this time Emperor Charles had put in place evi i 
sentence against Luther. But auddinty the Pons ecked tie oft coe a 
made a suicidal move. Strangely and foolishly he rebelled against the Emperor, 
What motive could have led the Pope to adopta policy so suicidal? It was the Pope's 
ambition for mastery over the whole of Europe that pushed him toward this moye, + 
Pope Clement was infatuated with his dream of restoring the lost glories of the ‘ 
Popedom, and making it what it had been under Gregory VII. Secretly he made a * 
league with the king of England, Venice, Milan, and the Republic of Florence to 4 


oe the growing power of Charles. This league was called the "Holy League of 
Jognac,". % 


Charles crushes the Pope 


Charles sends his troops, under the lead of Constable Charles de Bourbon, and 
the old warrior Frundsberg (both enemies of the Pope). They marched to Rome with 
an army of twenty thousand men, and captured the city, May 6, 1527. The pope fled 
to the castle St. Angelo and hid himself. He could not come out for seven months. 
The soldiers, especially the Spaniards, surpassed the barbarians of old in beastly and 
refined cruelty, rage and lust. For eight days they plundered the papal treasury, the 
churches, libraries, and palaces to the extent of ten millions of gold; they did not 
spare even the tomb of St. Peter and the corpse of Julius II., and committed nameless 
outrages upon defenceless priests, monks, and nuns. The political situation in 
Europe changed in such a way that the Emperor decided to postpone the Death 
sentence on Luther for a period of three years. Luther immediately took this time to 
organize and reconstruct the new Church. 

Luther creates a Catechism for the Church 

Luther in the meanwhile was working as though nothing was happening around 
him. During this period Luther began a visitation of Churches all over Germany, 
What he saw in his visits to different churches shocked him. He saw that almost 98% 
of the Christians were ignorant of the basic truths of the Bible. After returning home 
Luther set aside all his work and began to write a manual containing the truths of the 
Bible in a question and answer format. This is known as the Catechism which is a 
manual of basic religious instructions, He wrote two Catechisms, both in the 
German language. The first was a big book and the second was an abridged version 


. 


which was more effective. 
Reformation brings education for all classes of children 
Education in the middle ages was aristocratic, and confined to the clergy anda 


very few laymen of the higher classes. The common people were ignorant and 
superstitious, and could neither read nor write. It was the reformation that changed 
this. In 1524 Luther wrote a special book in which he urged the civil magistrates of 
all the cities of Germany to improve their schools, or to establish new ones for boys 
and girls. He recommended that a portion of the property of Churches and convents 
be devoted to this purpose, instead of being wasted on secular objects, or on 
avaricious princes and noblemen. Following this schools were opened in every 
village and children ofall classes were provided school education free of cost. 

The Great Protest, 1529. . 

The three years extension given to Luther was over. The Emperor convened the 
Diet in the city of Spiers to finally execute the death sentence on Luther and 
steps to eradicate his new religion. The Roman Catholic kings preg 
strength with hopes of seeing Luther burnt alive. The Protestant kings felt 


“Chet was again in the hands of Pilate.” The Catholic supporters vociferously 
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Protestant rulers reat 


ding out 


—— 


their protest 


demanded that the reformation should be checked and it should not be further 
allowed into the territories where the majority of the people were Roman Catholic. 
At this point the Protestant princess declared that they will not accept any restriction 
on the conscience of people and people should have the freedom to choose their 
faith and to preach their faith. The Emperor sided with the Catholic kings and forced 
upon the Protestant members to submit. The Protestant kings immediately gathered 
in an adjoining room to frame their answer. They came back with a written statement 
and read it aloud in the Diet. “We cannot consent to any restriction on our 
conscience. The conscience is our most sacred possession. We believe the Bible 
contains the Word of God and is the only Truth and standard. We will not accept any 
law passed by the Diet which is contrary to the Bible, the Word of God. Because this 
would be to deny our Lord Jesus Christ, to reject His Holy Word, and thus give Him 
just reason to deny us before His Father, as He has threatened... 

The protest of Spiers was a renewal and expansion of Luther's protest at Worms. 
The protest of a single monk had become the protest of princes and representatives 
of leading cities of the empire, who now for the first time appeared as an organized 
party. It was a protest of conscience bound in the Word of God against tyrannical 
authority. 

The appeal was not entertained. The Emperor, who soon afterwards concluded 
peace with the Pope (June 29, 1529), and with the King of France (Aug. 5), refused 
even to grant the delegation of the Protestant States a respectful hearing at Piacenza 
(September), and kept them prisoners fora while. 

From this protest and appeal the Lutherans were called Protestants; with good 
reason, if we look at their attitude to Rome, which remains the samie to this day. It is 
the duty of the Church at all times to protest against sin, error, corruption, tyranny, 
and every kind of iniquity. 

Luther's last days 

After the diet of Augsburg, he lived and laboured fifteen. years longer, 
completing the translation of the Bible, the greatest work of his lifé, preaching, 
teaching, and writing; but his physical strength began to decline, his infirmities 
increased, he often complained of lassitude and uselessness, and longed for rest 
after his herculéan labours. Till the last day of his life he was actively working and 
writing. On 17th February 1546 Luther passed away early in the morning. He was 
writing till his last hour. When the news went out Germany and Europe were 
plunged in grief and mourning. Luther was buried with full state honours. 

It is unbelievable that the man, on whom the death sentence of the emperor hung 
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for almost 25 years, died on his bed; Not 2 4 
only the emperor but the Pope, Priests, » ied 
and fanatics of every type wanted to kill < 4 
him. But Luther lived and died like a ‘ “4 
great statesman not just any other ? Ps 
statesman but like the greatest statesman § od 
of History. 400 years after his death he ¢ = 
continues to be revered as the spiritual 2 4 
father of Europe and one of the greatest 7 
spiritual leaders of all time. Luther often 2 end 
said that it would be a great disgrace to © 4 
the Pope if he should so die. Luther said ~ 00. 0 yw 
of him “There has not been a man so 
hated as I these hundred years.” * 
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